Ventunesimo domenica del tempo ordinario
25 agosto 2024

Intenzioni di Sante Messe — Orario / Schedule

Ventunesimo domenica del tempo ordinario— 25 agosto 2024

10:00 - Messa per il Popolo della comunita italiana
11:15 - English community mass for the People
13:00 - Messa Rito Alessandrino Gééz Eritrei

Lunedi, 2 to- Sant’Al ndro di Bergano. Martir
08:30- In Onore di San Padre Pio- (Una devota)

Martedi, 27 agosto-Memoriale di Santa Monica
08:30- In memoria di Romeo Ortenzi- (Dalla figlia Anna)
19:00- Messa speciale: Michele Galassi

Mercoledi, 28 agosto- Sant'Agostino, Vescovo, Dottore Memoriale
08:30-In memoria di Giuditta Ventura e Giuseppe di Giacomo-(Dalla
nipote Anna)

Giovedi, 29 agosto- Memoriale della Passione di San Giovanni
Battista
08:30-Salvatore Pasquale- (Dalla moglie e figli)

Venerdi, 30 agosto-Santi Felice e Adautto, Martiri
08:30-Guglielmo Simonetti- (Dalla famiglia Simonetti)

Sabato, 31 agosto-Santi Giuseppe d’Arimatea e Nicodemo,
Decurione, Membro del Sinedrio

08:30- Triduo di preparazione

17:00- Messa della comunita italiana

Lampada al Santissimo Sacramento:

Annunci

A partire dal 1 settembre, Le Messe Comunitarie Italiane saranno celebrate tutte
le domeniche alle ore 10:00 am. La Messa della comunita italiana Pro-Popolo sara
celebrata tutti | sabati alle ore 17:00 in estate e alle 16:00 in inverno.

Domenica 1 settembre- Messa Solenne in Onore di Maria Santissima delle
Grazie- Orario Messe regolare.

Lunedi 2 settembre - Festa dei lavoratori: I'ufficio parrocchiale & chiuso.

Announcements

Starting September 1st, The Italian community mass will be celebrated every
Sunday at 10:00 am. The Italian Pro-Popolo Mass will be celebrated every
Saturday at 5pm in summer and at 4pm in winter.

Sunday September 1st- Solemn Mass in Honor of Mary Most Holy of Graces -
Regular Mass hours.

Monday September 2nd- | abour Day- The Parish Office is closed.
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XX| Domenica (B) del Tempo Ordinario

Testo del Vangelo (Gv 6,60-69): «Signore,
da chi andremo? Tu hai parole di vita eterna»

Anche noi vorremmo rispondere proprio come
Pietro e accettare la radicalita del Vangelo nella
nostra vita, senza addolcirlo, senza renderlo
innocuo fino all'insignificanza.

La lunga catechesi che Gesu ha compiuto nel
capitolo sei di Giovanni ha avuto come effetto
lallontanamento di molti: «Questo linguaggio e
duro; chi puo intenderlo?» (...) Da allora molti dei
suoi discepoli si tirarono indietro e non andavano
piu con lui.

Qualcuno potrebbe trovare in questa annotazione la
lettura teologica del perché molte nostre chiese si
svuotano, ma la verita e ben diversa. Questi uomini
e donne citate nel Vangelo si allontanano perché
hanno incontrato la radicalita del messaggio di
Gesu.

Questa radicalita inizia quando finiscono i fuochi
d’artificio dei miracoli, delle emozioni, degli
entusiasmi iniziali, dei trionfalismi. E sempre bello
fare una festa patronale, ma quanto e difficile
prendere poi sul serio il Vangelo. E pur vero pero
che le nostre chiese a volte si svuotano proprio per
mancanza di radicalita evangelica.

Sembra quasi che ognuno sia preoccupato di
rendere quanto piu innocuo il Vangelo
trasformando 'effetto bruciante del sale in untuoso
miele che alla fine crea nausea. I contemporanei di
Gesu se ne andavano per eccesso di radicalita, molti
dei nostri contemporanei se ne vanno per eccesso di
insignificanza.

Noi pero potremmo sentirci almeno trafitti dalla
domanda finale di Gesu e rispondere con le parole
di Pietro: Disse allora Gesu ai Dodici: «Forse anche
voi volete andarvene?». Gli rispose Simon Pietro:
«Signore, da chi andremo? Tu hai parole di vita
eterna; noi abbiamo creduto e conosciuto che tu sei
il Santo di Dio»”.
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
Unwavering Fidelity Always

These words of Saint Peter present us with the conviction we must have when fidelity
to the will of God becomes difficult. God is demanding. He wants everything from us.
We will only obtain Heaven once we surrender everything over to the will of the Father
and believe all that He has revealed. If we fail to do so before we die, we will need to
be purified in Purgatory. There is no way around this. God is a demanding God to the
greatest extent possible. The truth is that this is all good. It is good that God demands
complete submission to His perfect will and teaching because these are exactly what
is best for us. From time to time, because of our weak and fallen human nature, we
can perceive God's will as too demanding and His teaching as too difficult. Do | really
have to forgive everyone completely? Do | really have to lay my life down without
reserve? Do | really have to keep the Commandments to perfection”? Do | really have
to be perfect as the Father in Heaven is perfect? Yes. But as we try to do so, we will
experience many temptations to give up, thinking that God's will is too hard.

Today's Gospel comes at the end of the beautiful Bread of Life Discourse in which our
Lord taught clearly, “Amen, amen, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you." At the beginning of today's
Gospel, upon listening to Jesus' new teaching, many of His disciples murmured amaong
themselves saying, “This saying is hard; who can accept it?" This teaching of Jesus is
"hard" in the sense that it requires a profound faith to understand completely. But just
because something is hard to accept does not mean that we should not accept it.
Peter's statement quoted above gives us the words we should say whenever we find
God's will or His teaching difficult to accept. When that happens, we must hear Jesus
ask us the same question He asked the Twelve: "Do you also want to leave?" Jesus will
not try to manipulate us. He will not back down when He sees we are struggling. He
will not lessen the requirement of being His faithful follower. Instead, He will give us
the freedom to either believe or leave. And when we feel like leaving, we should always
remember Peter's words, "Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of
bod." Peter's statement says all we need to know in the face of any interior conflict of
faith. Sure, we could leave our Lord and do our own thing. But where would we go? To
embrace the passing pleasures of the world? To what end? If we believe and are
convinced that Jesus is the Holy One of God, then no matter how hard, no matter how
demanding, no matter how difficult, we must embrace fidelity to God in all things. That
act of fidelity. especially when we struggle with some interior conflict, is the key to
unlocking the transforming power of God in our lives.

Reflect, today, upon any ways that you have felt God's will ar any of His revealed truths
to be difficult and demanding. When you face such an interior challenge, what do you
do? If your response is to turn from God and become lax in your fidelity to Him, then
reflect upon Peter's words to Jesus. Make those words your prayer, and let that
prayer strengthen your conviction to become an unwavering and faithful follower of

God.
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